
For Release Immediately 
April 3, 2019 

The Symbol of Fire Safety and Prevention Makes Visit to El Paso 

Smokey Bear visits El Paso for the First Time 

El Paso, Texas— April 3, 2019 —The United States Forest Service, in partnership with 

Management Engineering Technologies International Inc. (METI), announced today that the symbol of 

wildfire prevention will make his first appearance in the El Paso region. Smokey Bear will appear at this 

year’s STEAMx Exhibition, a vibrant, high-impact two-day event geared towards engaging the 

Borderplex region’s youth in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics education and 

careers. This year’s event will reach approximately 1,000 elementary, middle and high school students. 

 

Most do not know this, but an American black bear was orphaned during the May 1950 Capitan Gap Fire 

in Capitan, New Mexico. The young cub was found and rescued by Forest Service workers and became 

famous as Smokey Bear, the symbol of fire safety and prevention.  Smokey had all four feet badly burned 

in the Capitan Gap Fire which, because of a carelessly thrown cigarette, destroyed approximately 15 

million feet of timber and untold wildlife. Casey Winnard of METI committed, “We are excited to have 

been able to work with the United States Forest Service to bring Smokey Bear to our region to educate 

our kids on the opportunities in the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math fields.  According 

to our research Smokey Bear has never made and an appearance like this in the El Paso area.” Mrs. 

Vanessa Pinkney of the United States Forest Service commented, “We are extremely excited to have been 

asked by one of our business partners, METI, to participate in this year’s STEAMx event. If you have not 

been to an event where Smokey makes an appearance, you’re in for a real treat. This is our second year 

participating in this event, and we are hopeful that kids across America can get excited about the great 

work that we do in natural resource management, and what better way than to have Smokey help us out!” 
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The youth in the El Paso region do not have direct access to meet someone like Smokey Bear because of 

El Paso’s proximity to a national forest. This opportunity will teach kids the importance of wildfire 

prevention, and the lessons learned at STEAMx will stay with them for years to come. The presence of 

Smokey Bear will bring environmental awareness and consciousness to the younger generations, and at 

the same time, generate an interest in forest protection and other related career opportunities.  
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