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Texas State  4.5% 

El Paso MSA  5.3% 

Borderplex   5.3% 

Brewster County               4.0% 

Culberson County 3.9% 

El Paso County                5.3% 

Hudspeth County 5.7% 

Jeff Davis County 3.3% 

Presidio County              10.4% 

El Paso City                4.8% 

Socorro City                5.3% 
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Left to right: Bruce Biegel from Texas Veterans Commission, Leila Melendez from 

Workforce Solutions Borderplex,  U.S. Congressman Beto O’Rourke, Patricia Gonzalez, 

from Texas Workforce Commission and  Garrison Command Executive Officer LTC AP 

Stewart 



Message from the CEO 

Workforce Solutions Borderplex is pleased 

to present the Labor Market Review for 

October 2015. 

This issue examines how the workforce 

area performed during October 2015.  

The information presented in this 

newsletter was gathered from federal and 

state sources and pertains to the El Paso 

MSA, the Workforce Solutions Borderplex 

region, and the City of El Paso.  

Providing you access to the most recent 

and relevant labor statistics is our priority. 

We will continue presenting this 

information on a monthly basis.  

If there is additional information that you 

would like to see presented here, please 

send your comments and suggestions to 

me at joyce.wilson@borderplexjobs.com 

 

Sincerely, 

Joyce A. Wilson 

Chief Executive Officer 

Workforce Solutions Borderplex 
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October 2015 Unemployment Rates at a Glance 

 

In October 2015, the El Paso Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) unemployment rate was 0.5 points higher 

than the unemployment rate for the city of El Paso.           

The unemployment rate for the city of El Paso in October 2015 was at 4.8% which signified a 0.1 % 

increase from the previous month.  In addition, the unemployment rate for the city of El Paso decreased 

by 0.7 % since last year. The unemployment rate for the city of El Paso was higher than the 

unemployment rate for the state of Texas (4.5%); and the same as the National unemployment rate 

(4.8%). 

The unemployment rate for El Paso County in October 2015 was 5.3%, which was higher than the 

unemployment rate for the state of Texas (4.5%), and higher than United States (4.8%).  

The El Paso (MSA) ranked 22nd out of the 25 Texas MSAs in terms of unemployment rates.             

 

Below are the MSAs Ranked by Unemployment Rate for October 2015 (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 

• Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos – 3.3% 

• San Antonio-New Braunfels – 3.8% 

• Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown – 4.8% 

• Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington – 4.0% 

• Corpus Christi – 5.2% 

• Brownsville-Harlingen – 6.8% 

• McAllen-Edinburg-Mission – 7.4% 

 

Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate

Texas State 13,070,778 12,486,356 584,422 4.5 13,045,364 12,477,604 567,760 4.4 13,208,803 12,608,056 600,747 4.5

El Paso MSA 340,783 322,885 17,898 5.3 340,241 322,853 17,388 5.1 348,062 327,541 20,521 5.9

Borderplex WDA 349,741 331,298 18,443 5.3 349,274 331,327 17,947 5.1 357,663 336,561 21,102 5.9

Brewster County 3,834 3,680 154 4.0 3,827 3,681 146 3.8 4,092 3,918 174 4.3

Culberson County 992 953 39 3.9 1,024 981 43 4.2 1,028 987 41 4.0

El Paso County 339,527 321,700 17,827 5.3 338,985 321,667 17,318 5.1 346,761 326,310 20,451 5.9

Hudspeth County 1,256 1,185 71 5.7 1,256 1,186 70 5.6 1,301 1,231 70 5.4

Jeff Davis County 1,079 1,043 36 3.3 1,074 1,040 34 3.2 1,160 1,121 39 3.4

Presidio County 3,053 2,737 316 10.4 3,108 2,772 336 10.8 3,321 2,994 327 9.8

El Paso City 283,637 269,988 13,649 4.8 283,167 269,960 13,207 4.7 289,651 273,857 15,794 5.5

Socorro City 12,995 12,305 690 5.3 12,965 12,303 662 5.1 13,322 12,481 841 6.3
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Employment by Sectors in El Paso MSA for October 2015 

 

 

Total nonfarm employment for the El Paso MSA in October 2015 was 301,000.  This reflected an increase 

of 0.6% since the previous month.  The total nonfarm employment for the El Paso MSA increased by 1.6% 

from a year ago (October 2014).      

The state of Texas nonfarm employment for the month of October 2015 indicated an increase of 0.2% 

since the previous month as well as an increase of 1.7% since last year. 

 

The three Super Sectors with the greatest 

employment for the El Paso MSA in 

October 2015 were (1) Government; (2) 

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities; and (3) 

Educational and Health Services.  These 

three Super Sectors represented 59% of 

the total nonfarm employment.  

The three Super Sectors with the least 

employment for the El Paso MSA in 

October 2015 were (1) Financial Activities; 

(2) Other Services and (3) Information.  

These three Super Sectors represented 9% 

of the total nonfarm employment 

 

Area Title NAICS Industry Oct-15 Sep-15 Oct-14

Monthly 

Change Monthly %

Yearly 

Change Yearly %

El Paso Total Nonfarm 301,000 299,300 296,400 1,700 0.6% 4600 1.6%

El Paso Total Private 232,200 231,300 227,400 900 0.4% 4800 2.1%

El Paso Goods Producing 30,100 30,300 30,100 -200 -0.7% 0 0.0%

El Paso Mining, Logging, and Construction 12,900 12,900 12,900 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

El Paso Manufacturing 17,200 17,400 17,200 -200 -1.1% 0 0.0%

El Paso Service Providing 270,900 269,000 266,300 1,900 0.7% 4600 1.7%

El Paso Private Service Providing 202,100 201,000 197,300 1,100 0.5% 4800 2.4%

El Paso Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 64,900 63,700 64,300 1,200 1.9% 600 0.9%

El Paso Wholesale Trade 11,100 11,000 11,000 100 0.9% 100 0.9%

El Paso Retail Trade 39,400 38,300 39,100 1,100 2.9% 300 0.8%

El Paso General Merchandise Stores 11,400 11,400 11,100 0 0.0% 300 2.7%

El Paso Transportation, Warehousing, and Utilities 14,400 14,400 14,200 0 0.0% 200 1.4%

El Paso Information 5,900 5,900 5,800 0 0.0% 100 1.7%

El Paso Financial Activities 11,600 11,600 11,800 0 0.0% -200 -1.7%

El Paso Professional and Business Services 32,900 33,000 31,700 -100 -0.3% 1200 3.8%

El Paso Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation Services23,300 23,300 22,300 0 0.0% 1000 4.5%

El Paso Employment Services 6,800 6,800 6,300 0 0.0% 500 7.9%

El Paso Educational and Health Services 43,200 43,000 41,500 200 0.5% 1700 4.1%

El Paso Leisure and Hospitality 33,800 34,000 32,500 -200 -0.6% 1300 4.0%

El Paso Other Services 9,800 9,800 9,700 0 0.0% 100 1.0%

El Paso Government 68,800 68,000 69,000 800 1.2% -200 -0.3%

El Paso Federal Government 12,700 12,600 12,700 100 0.8% 0 0.0%

El Paso State Government 10,100 9,700 10,100 400 4.1% 0 0.0%

El Paso Local Government 46,000 45,700 46,200 300 0.7% -200 -0.4%
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Establishments and Wages by Industry 

El Paso County First Quarter Year 2015 

 

The three Industries with the most establishments for El Paso county are: (1) Trade, Transportation and 

Utilities; (2) Professional and Business Services; and (3) Education and Health Services. 

Average weekly wages for the Workforce Solutions Borderplex workforce area and the 

state of Texas 

 

Sources:  

Texas Labor Market Review, Texas Workforce Commission, November2015.  

Labor Market & Career Information, Texas Workforce Commission, November 2015. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), November 2015. 
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Goods Producing Service Providing

Average Weekly Wages

= 12,334= 1,882

ServiceProviding 

Establishments
Good Producing

Establishments

Period
Workforce Solutions

 Borderplex Region Texas

2nd Quarter 2015 $672.92 $988.47

1st Quarter 2015 $688.97 $1,088.07

2nd Quarter 2014 $674.23 $973.16

Average Weekly Wage


